
l March 1983

Bill Welch 
t1a.tional Park Serv.ice 
!>40 \-7c:c.t Fifth Av..:i.lUe 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Bill. 

BlLL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR. 

CSU Pl,.inaiag Office 
333 Ruspb�rry Ro�d 
Anchorage, Al�sk� 99502 
Phone: 2.67-220--2 
File: CSU-Nl'S-YUCH 

State CSU Cont.1cts have revit?ved tile Yuko:1-Charley Riv..::ro National 
Preserve Alcerr..:1.tive Workbook. We received many favort.ble com:ic11ts on 
the qu;;.lity of the documeut. however rao.:1e revi�-;iers would h�ve prt':;.. 
f.arred a more C•.Jnveutiou .. l si�e (8½ ::,, 11). (;enerally. reviewer� could 
noc. r�cot:llileud adoption of auy of the ulc:ernatives pres.::ntad. The 
followiug co'Clnlunts contuin suggestions whicb. c:'w be incorpcrat�d into 
tlil<? Stace's "Prcfcrr.!d A1Lernat1vi::." 

_Departmeut of Transportr..U,,n und Public }'a.:ilitie� �DOT/PF): 
letter to David i-ahalic on 30 Decctaber 1932, DOT/PF st.�tes: 

We ';i.'Ould like to me\\tiu.,, in regards to adj a cent laud ust:. that 
a Salchakct to Chick�n Ro.s.d proposal wa.s nev-=::r 1:1�1ttion.::<l in tht! 
luterior rransp'-1rtation Study (ITS) and that DOT/PF has not coa
ducc�d any sort of study for this ro�d. As was noted in the. 
�orkbook, ITS has studi�J two m�uns of access to the �ineralized 
area i...!.:tI' I1.1in mountain {nL,t "Twainu Xount:iliu as vi=itten in the 
work.book.). ITS has co:u.cluded that the route C:<tcnding Chcaa ilot 
S1>ringt:. R..:>od 'would Le nore practical th&n thil rout.? along tha 
SJ.lcha River, but no reco:::mendation w�s m�d� re0ardittg right-of
WiJ.Y acqui:dt.ioc.. A copy of the llroject id�r.tification aud cvult.
at:i,m report will bo availabl.:! for :;our review iu the vei;1 near 
f..i.cuce. 

Alaska ?over Authority (APA�: 

The Federal Power Sites w.1.thlL, the ?rcserva sh.:>uld be !'ctained. Among 
thefie �re USGS Power Site Clu�sific�tiou No.'s 445, 447. 448 and 451, 
dated 1/4/65. 10/15/69 1 10/30/72 and 1/7/14; Yukon River Bu.ain No. 14� 
Alasku. 
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The wording uuder the "Alternativ.;!:,11 scctio.1' s "Opportunity for lfaa
agemeu t0 senter1ce 4 should read, "to increase I.Ian's knowlt:dge, and to 
protect significnuc arch�ological and paleo1,tological res0urce.s. 11 NPS 
is also reainde.d that A."iCSA and ANILCA Cultural Resource Hauage:nent 
agrcec.euts wich Native Corporatioas i:-.ust be couplied �1th on lands 
owued by Native Corporatious, io all Alternatives. 

Finnlly. A£A noted that BLN lir:iito.tion;;; ou d.cv�lopment apply only to 
F�deral lands or Fed�rally funded proJccts. It should also be 12ade 
clear that acce�s to State and Native o�ned lands Hithin the Preserve 
will be retained in accardauce with Af!ILCA statu tci:.. 

Department of Natural Resources: 

1-lPS should seek clarification on the issue of the land status of the 
Charley and other navigabl� rivers di!signat.ed as Wild and Scenic prior 
i;o developing any plans for these rivers. NPS is also remiuded that 
they are r.:::quired to apply for in:.trcam f lo� re:sarvations, once the 
regulations becooe effective, and for diversionary federal reserve 
water rights prior to caking developments in rivers.

Depurtm<?nt of Fi::;h and Game (ADF&G): 

The preferred alt.ernativ� should include "continue all other public 
use activities, 0 assuming that thi� includes the cot:.Glercial · fishery 
that occurs in che Preserve. Whil� it is a ve�y small fishery it is 
important to the local resi<lcnc.s and should not be interfered wic.h. 

It is u�1clcar whether NPS has information on subsistence users aad 
uses vithin the Prcs.arve boundaries ruorc recent than tllat coa.caincd ir. 
Richard Caulfield• s report. "Subsist.en.cc Use ir .. .and Around 1:he Pro
posed Yukon-Charley Nutioual I<.ivers. 11 The character and distribution 
of th� hUliluu populacion. in th.at i:-cgiuri may have changed markt:!dly in 
the five-year interiu. If so. this must b� taken into account iu the 
GMl'. 

As i� evident in the Altcrc�tives Workbook, the Prescrv� und surround
ing areas tlll'J be affected by major development activities in the ncl..t 
dccadl! (e.g.• mineral exploration, mining. and road construction). 
Whether such activities occur or. or near the Preserve» they -will sig
nificancly alter the circumstances rcg3rdiog resource use for bll user 
groups on the Preserve. Construction of the Taylor Righ1.1ay in the 
early 1950' s and its impact on the Fortymile Caribou Herd is an 
example.. 
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The Workbook does not nddr..:i;s the potcntinl implications of any or all 
proposed development nctivities on either the resource base or user 
groups. Certainly we caunot ignore the impact of a com.aunity of 2,000 
- 5,000 people on Slate Creek, 1,1hich. �ould more than double the cur
reat populatiou in eastern interior Alaska. We ca.u assar.ie this would
be an io.petus for iucreased use "f the Preserve b7 nev residet'lts and
by a f;rowing visitor population. Careful study of this and other
development activities is ct:sentia.l in ord�r to protect and m.:inuge the
existing resource bas� on and ucnr the I'rese.rve, and co retain
existing use pattern� by subsistence and other user groups.

Wt? applaud the planning team £or ic� comoit:mcnt to archaeological/ 
paleontological research and preservation of hiscorical li.O.d cultural 
resources. All such activities :, ho'»7ever, must be e:icamined t.1ore care
fully ior their effects on curr1::m: resource use patt�rns. For 
exai:iple, would prcservati.:ia of cultural resources conflict with 
exi:3tit1g trappi,1.g activities? Gene.rally speaking, would research and 
preservation activities conflict with subsistence users oppot·tunities 
to pur6ue subsi:;tcnce activities o�. th.;: Prei:ierve? 

Yukon-Charley should be uanagcd as a Preserve :, not a Park. ADF&.G 
suggests a.;, NPS comc::.ercia.l cicyclopmet:i.t, seasonal visitor contzicc sites 
or additional forms of visitor protection. This winage�eut shvuld not 
incer.fere with private Llnd developments or Stat.e oppcrt.unitics ·to
develop the Yukon Ferry. 

Hunting, fishing and trapping activities should be considered primary 
uses of the ar�a and access n(;c<!ssa1:y to conduct such traditional 
activities should not be rc:strlcted. UPS should not encourage new 
roads iu the Preserve., but they zhould retain ur�restrict�d uccess by 
all traditional �eans not specifically prohibited in tha Preserve, by 
,\?HLCA. Specific tr.lditiouul acc<!GS. sit�s are prer:.entcd in the 
State I s 11Resource Hauagemcnt Raco.umendations11 for Yukon-Charley 
Presei--v�. 

To protect healthy (NPS x:i.-mdate) and productiv.? (ADF&G mandate) wild
life populati"os, it: may bl! necessary to Iilallipulate some populations 
and/or habitats. One met:hud for doing this would be the ;iainteuance 
of the 11.atural role of fire in the ecosystem, i1.1cluding pre�c:ribed 
burns in areas whcr� wildfires can�ot be tolerated. NPS should also 
allow ADF&G t0 o�uag� 6Clected vildlifc populations to �aintain 
nai:ural species diversity and healthy populations.

Gai.:.u: Division supparta protection of critical Peregrine falcon. and 
falcon prey habitat, prot:ec.tion of critical lwbit�ts receiving high 
visitor use, aud encourages covr,erative scientific :research a�d 
inventories. 

Page "3 11 , paragraphs 3 & 4 ref�r to "subaist�uc� use cabins"; since
the Preserve is opcu to both recreatioa aud subsistence uses there is 
uo need to classify these cabins for 11 suosistcnce use." 
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Page ''4", E'aragr,3.ph 4 Ghould ccmform to AfiILCA aa.d rc.i.d irche Charley 
(and its major cributariot. within the Preserve) a wild river. 11 

Page 11511 , paragraph 2: AHILCA Title XI (particularly Section ll07(b)) 
describes che processes by which rights-cf-way across Alaskan Wild 
Rivers can be npplicd far. Tbls paragi:aph shoulc reference this 
st:acute and not clci..i that cros,;in�s of c.hc Charley River watershed 
are i.llegal. 

We hope chase comments will assist you in d-=vclvpi:ig future alternu
tives for tl.'.l.llaJing Yukon:...Ch.?.rley Kiv,.:ro Nation::il P:ce;;erve. Thank-you 
for the upportunity to cot:11.m.rnt oa these alt1.::.rnc.tives, and we look for
ward to vorltlog with you in prcp.uing t:.he GHP for the un.it. 

Sincerely, 
_____ ,.,.. 

Sterling Eide 

State CSU Coordinator 

by: Tina Cunning 
State CSU Assistant 

cc: David Mihalic 
Stat:.� CSU Coo-tacts 




